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HONORING JOHN STEINBECK AND 

CALIFORNIANS’ COMMITMENT TO 
DISCUSSION, DIVERSITY AND 
COMMUNITY THROUGH ‘‘THE 
GRAPES OF WRATH’’

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 16, 2002

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, during 
this centennial anniversary of John 
Steinbeck’s birth, I would like to honor the ef-
forts of the Californians participating in the 
statewide reading and discussion of ‘‘The 
Grapes of Wrath.’’ Steinbeck’s powerful novel 
details the difficulties and blessings involved in 
diversity, migration, and the pursuit of the 
American Dream. By reading ‘‘The Grapes of 
Wrath,’’ we are all able to see the continuing 
relevance of these issues and the necessity of 
encouraging dialog within our communities. 
One of my favorite passages, in Chapter 25, 
addresses the richness of the land and the 
bountiful produce that can be grown through 
the effort and determination of hard-working 
people. Here is a quote from that passage:

The spring is beautiful in California. Val-
leys in which the fruit blossoms are fragrant 
pink and white waters in a shallow sea. Then 
the first tendrils of the grapes, swelling from 
the old gnarled vines, cascade down to cover 
the trunks. The full green hills are round 
and soft as breasts. And on the level vege-
table lands are the mile-long rows of pale 
green lettuce and the spindly little cauli-
flowers, the gray-green unearthly artichoke 
plants. 

And then the leaves break out on the trees, 
and the petals drop from the trees and carpet 
the earth with pink and white. The centers 
of the blossoms swell and grow in color: 
cherries and apples, peaches and pears, figs 
which close the flower in the fruit. All Cali-
fornia quickens with produce, and the fruit 
grows heavy, and the limbs bend gradually 
under the fruit so that little crutches must 
be placed under them to support the 
weight. . . . 

. . . And all the time the fruit swells and 
the flowers break out in long clusters on the 
vines. And in the growing year the warmth 
grows and the leaves turn dark green. The 
prunes lengthen like little green bird’s eggs, 
and the limbs sag down against the crutches 
under the weight. And the hard little pears 
take shape, and the beginning of the fuzz 
comes out on the peaches. Grape blossoms 
shed their tiny petals and the hard little 
beads become green buttons, and the buttons 
grow heavy. The men who work in the fields, 
the owners of the little orchards, watch and 
calculate. The year is heavy with produce. 
And men are proud, for of their knowledge 
they can make the year heavy. They have 
transformed the world with their knowledge. 
The short, lean wheat has been made big and 
productive. Little sour apples have grown 
large and sweet, and that old grape that grew 
among, the trees and fed the birds its tiny 
fruit has mothered a thousand varieties, red 
and black, green and pale pink, purple and 
yellow; and each variety with its own flavor. 
The men who work in the experimental 
farms have made new fruits: nectarines, and 
forty kinds of plums, walnuts, with paper 
shells. And always they work, selecting, 
grafting, changing, driving themselves, driv-
ing the earth to produce.

I thank my California colleagues for rising 
with me in honor of this classic novel and the 
enduring spirit of Californians.
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Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to celebrate the settling of California as part of 
the California Council for the Humanities lit-
erature project. It is a pleasure to join fellow 
Californians in reading a common work, John 
Steinbeck’s ‘‘The Grapes of Wrath.’’ It is a 
project rich not only as a piece of literature 
that explores the history of a specific group of 
immigrants to California but also the common 
immigrant experience. 

So many of us are only a generation or two 
away from that immigrant experience. My 
grandparents came to this country from Lith-
uania—also migrating to a land of hoped-for 
prosperity. 

I have selected some passages from Chap-
ter 17 detailing that heart-breaking period of 
traveling to the unknown new land and also 
the wonderful experience of developing com-
munity that came from sharing that challenge.

The cars of the migrant people crawled out 
of the side roads onto the great cross-coun-
try highway, and they took the migrant way 
to the West. In the daylight they scuttled 
like bugs to the westward; and as the dark 
caught them, they clustered like bugs near 
to shelter and to water. And because they 
were lonely and perplexed, because they had 
all come from a place of sadness and worry 
and defeat, and because they were all going 
to a new mysterious place, they huddled to-
gether; they talked together; they shared 
their lives, their food, and the things they 
hoped for in the new country. Thus it might 
be that one family camped near a spring, and 
another camped for the spring and for com-
pany, and a third because two families had 
pioneered the place and found it good. And 
when the sun went down, perhaps twenty 
families and twenty cars were there. 

In the evening a strange thing happened: 
the twenty families became one family, the 
children were the children of all. The loss of 
home became one loss, and the golden time 
in the West was one dream And it might be 
that a sick child threw despair into the 
hearts of twenty families, of a hundred peo-
ple; that a birth there in a tent kept a hun-
dred people quiet and awe-struck through 
the night and filled a hundred people with 
the birth-joy in the morning. A family which 
the night before had been lost and fearful 
might search its goods to find a present for 
a new baby. In the evening, sitting about the 
fires, the twenty were one. They grew to be 
units of the camps, units of the evenings and 
the nights. A guitar unwrapped from a blan-
ket and tuned-and the songs, which were all 
of the people, were sung in the nights. Men 
sang the words, and women hummed the 
tunes. 

Every night a world created, complete with 
furniture—-friends made and enemies estab-
lished; a world complete with braggarts and 
with cowards, with quiet men, with humble 
men, with kindly men. Every night relation-
ships that make a world, established; and 
every morning the world torn down like a 
circus. 

At first the families were timid in the 
building and tumbling worlds, but gradually 
the technique of building worlds became 
their technique. Then leaders emerged, then 
laws were made, then codes came into being. 
And as the worlds moved westward they were 
more complete and better furnished, for 
their builders were more experienced in 
building them. 

The families learned what rights must be 
observed—the right of privacy in the tent; 
. . . the right to talk and to listen; the right 
to refuse help or to accept, to offer help or to 
decline it; the right of son to court and 
daughter to be courted; the right of the hun-
gry to be fed; the rights of the pregnant and 
the sick to transcend all other rights. 

And the families learned, although no one 
told them, what rights are monstrous and 
must be destroyed. . . . 

And as the worlds moved westward, rules 
became laws, although no one told the fami-
lies. It is unlawful to foul near the camp; it 
is unlawful to eat good rich food near one 
who is hungry, unless he is asked to share. 

And with the laws, the punishments. . . 
The families moved westward, and the 

technique of building the worlds improved so 
that the people could be safe in their worlds; 
and the form was so fixed that a family act-
ing in the rules knew it was safe in the rules. 

There grew up government in the worlds, 
with leaders, with elders. A man who was 
wise found that his wisdom was needed in 
every camp; a man who was a fool could not 
change his folly with his world. And a kind 
of insurance developed in these nights. A 
man with food fed a hungry man, and thus 
insured himself against hunger. And when a 
baby died a pile of silver coins grew at the 
door flap, for a baby must be well buried, 
since it has had nothing, else of life. An old 
man may be left in a potter’s field, but not 
a baby.
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Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 
my California colleagues to recognize the re-
markable contributions that John Steinbeck 
made to literature on the occasion of the Cen-
tennial Anniversary of his birthday. Below is 
one of my favorite passages from ‘‘The 
Grapes of Wrath,’’ which commemorates the 
beauty of California.

They drove through Tehachapi in the-
morning glow, and the sun came up behind 
them, and then—suddenly they saw the great 
valley below them. Al jammed on the brake 
and stopped in the middle of the road, and, 
‘‘Jesus Christ! Look!’’ he said. The vine-
yards, the orchards, the great flat valley, 
green and beautiful, the trees set in rows, 
and the farm houses. 

And Pa said, ‘‘God Almighty!’’ The distant 
cities, the little towns in the orchard land, 
and the morning sun, golden on the valley, A 
car honked behind them. Al pulled to the 
side of the road and parked. 

‘‘I want ta look at her.’’ The grain fields 
golden in the morning, and the willow lines, 
the eucalyptus trees in rows. 

Pa sighed, ‘‘I never knowed they was any-
thing like her.’’ The peach trees and the wal-
nut groves, and the dark green patches of or-
anges. And red roofs among the trees, and 
barns—rich barns. Al got out and stretched 
his legs. 

He called, ‘‘Ma—come look. We’re there!’’ 
Ruthie and Winfield scrambled down from 

the car, and then they stood, silent and awe-
struck, embarrassed before the great valley.
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The distance was thinned with haze, and the 
land grew softer and softer in the distance. A 
windmill flashed in the sun, and its turning 
blades were like a little heliograph, far 
away. Ruthie and Winfield looked at it, and 
Ruthie whispered, ‘‘It’s California.’’
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PROTECT OUR YOUTH FROM MEDI-
CALLY INACCURATE AND MIS-
LEADING SEX EDUCATION IN 
CLASSROOMS ACROSS THE NA-
TION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 16, 2002

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, today, I am 
introducing the ‘‘Medically Accurate and Ob-
jective Sex Education Act,’’ a bill that would 
require our schools to teach medically accu-
rate and objective factual information as part 
of any sex education course. 

There has been an increase in the number 
of schools using curricula that provide medi-
cally inaccurate and misleading information. 
Some of these medical inaccuracies include 
calling condoms ‘‘antiquated’’ or citing failure 
rates as high as 70 percent, as well as giving, 
erroneous symptoms and outcomes of sexu-
ally transmitted diseases. Other specific exam-
ples of medically inaccurate information in cur-
rent sex education courses include: 

A program indicating that the ‘‘published 
condom failure rates for pregnancy prevention 
are between 10 and 30 percent.’’ 

It has been documented that if used consist-
ently and correctly, condoms are 98 percent 
effective in preventing pregnancies. 

A program incorrectly stating that Human 
Papilloma Virus (HPV) can only be passed 
through sexual intercourse. 

It has been documented that HPV can be 
passed through female-to-female genital sex. 

Without using statistics, one program con-
cluded that ‘‘infectious syphilis rates have 
more than doubled among teens since the 
mid-1980s.’’ 

However, the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services announced that 
‘‘the U.S. has a unique but narrow window of 
opportunity to eliminate syphilis while cases 
are still declining.’’ 

Inaccurate information regarding contracep-
tion and STD/HIV prevention can make sex 
education both dangerous and counter-
productive. Responsible sex education, by 
contrast, is an important component of a strat-
egy to reduce unintended pregnancies, reduce 
the number of abortions and reduce STD inci-
dence. The American Medical Association, the 
Institute of Medicine and the National Insti-
tutes of Health support the use of sex edu-
cation that is medically accurate. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in ensuring that sex education curricula 
contain accurate medical information that can 
help young people develop a healthy under-
standing of their sexuality, so they can make 
responsible and educated decisions through-
out their lives.

TRIBUTE TO MARY ANN TYNAN

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 16, 2002

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mary Ann Tynan upon the occasion of 
her retirement as Senior Vice President and 
Partner at Wellington Management Company. 
Over the course of her long career, Mrs. 
Tynan has been a driving force in the financial 
services industry for the establishment and 
maintenance of ethical standards. Quietly and 
persistently, she has helped shape a culture of 
commitment to investors, commitment to com-
munity, and commitment to excellence at Wel-
lington Management Company and also in the 
mutual fund industry. 

Mrs. Tynan graduated cum laude from 
Smith College and entered the financial serv-
ices industry in the late 1960’s. She was one 
of the first women to hold a high-ranking posi-
tion in this industry and has been a role model 
and mentor for many other women. Mrs. 
Tynan has been instrumental in opening up 
the traditionally male leadership of the finan-
cial services industry for women and in pro-
moting diversity. Mrs. Tynan began her work 
in the mutual fund industry early in her career 
and it is partly through her efforts that this 
segment of the financial services industry has 
grown from a small, obscure niche of the 
economy to a major economic force and the 
key way many citizens plan for their retirement 
and financial security. Mrs. Tynan’s leadership 
roles in the Investment Company Institute and 
in representing the investment advisor industry 
with the Securities and Exchange Commission 
helped build the foundation for and a culture 
of informed regulation, strict compliance, and 
high ethical standards that define the mutual 
fund industry today. 

Mrs. Tynan’s enormous impact in shaping 
the growth and standards of Wellington Man-
agement has helped make Wellington a bea-
con of integrity and durability. In addition to 
her commitments to Wellington Management 
and the mutual fund industry, Mrs. Tynan has 
helped create a deep connection to commu-
nity at Wellington, and had lead by her own 
example of community involvement through 
her work with important greater Boston non-
profit institutions including Brigham & Wom-
en’s and Faulkner Hospitals, and the Mid-
dlesex School. In addition to her many con-
tributions to these institutions, she’s been par-
ticularly instrumental in ensuring that their re-
sources are managed in a manner that will 
guarantee the existence and financial stability 
of the institutions for many generations. The 
fruits of her distinguished professional life and 
many philanthropic commitments will continue 
to benefit the financial services industry, Wel-
lington Management, and the greater Boston 
area for many years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I am certain that the entire 
House of Representatives joins me in hon-
oring Mrs. Tynan for her many accomplish-
ments and wishes her the best of luck in her 
future endeavors.

INTRODUCTION OF THE HAITIAN 
ECONOMIC RECOVERY OPPOR-
TUNITY ACT

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 16, 2002

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
introduce the Haitian Economic Recovery Op-
portunity (HERO) Act H.R. 5650. This bill is in-
tended to provide tangible economic benefits 
to Haiti, the Western Hemisphere’s poorest 
nation. If the people of Haiti are to be able to 
earn a living wage, provide for their children’s 
welfare, and have hope for the future, then 
there needs to be real jobs in Haiti. 

In my congressional district, there are many 
hundreds of Haitian-American families. They 
are hardworking citizens who have done well 
for themselves and added substantially to our 
local communities. These good Haitian-Amer-
ican citizens prove that what Haitians need 
most is opportunities. That is what this HERO 
Act does. 

This bill would provide that apparel articles 
imported directly into the United States from 
Haiti would be free of duty. To be eligible, the 
apparel article must be assembled in Haiti 
from any combination of fabrics and yarns 
manufactured in the United States, members 
of Free Trade Agreements with the United 
States, future members of Free Trade Agree-
ments with the United States, as well from eli-
gible countries under the Africa Growth & Op-
portunity Act, the Andean Trade Preferences 
Act and the Caribbean Basin Initiative. 

In past years, the apparel industry employed 
tens of thousands of people in Haiti. The earn-
ings from these jobs supported many more 
tens of thousands of Haitians. This legislation 
will help bring that economic activity back to 
Haiti. It will also send a unequivocal message 
of support to those in Haiti’s private sector 
who have joined in the long struggle for de-
mocracy in that island nation. 

As is the case under the Africa Growth & 
Opportunity Act, in order for Haiti to be eligible 
for benefits, the President must first certify that 
Haiti has established, or is making continual 
progress to satisfy, a number of important 
conditions. The economic conditions spelled 
out in the HERO Act include establishing a 
market-based economy, eliminating barriers to 
United States trade and investment (including 
creation of an environment conducive to do-
mestic and foreign investment), the protection 
of intellectual property, and the resolution of 
bilateral trade and investment disputes. 

Furthermore, the government of Haiti must 
meet important political conditions including 
establishing democracy as evidenced by free 
and fair elections, the rule of law, political plu-
ralism, freedom of the press, the right to due 
process, a fair trial, and equal protection under 
the law, economic policies to reduce poverty, 
a system that combats corruption and bribery 
and protections for internationally recognized 
worker and human rights. In addition, the 
President would have to certify that Haiti does 
not provide support for acts of international 
terrorism and cooperates in efforts to eliminate 
human rights violations and terrorist activities. 

We must not forget Haiti. This bill sends a 
clear message to Haitians of good will that 
America cares what happens in Haiti. With this 
legislation, we can join together as Repub-
licans and Democrats to do the right thing for
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